
 

 

Fellowship Baptist Church, November 8, 2015 P.M. 
Message: “Philemon, the Book and its Recipients” -- Philemon 1:1-7 
 
INTRODUCTION:  Philemon is a precious book.  It gives us insight into the early church and the 
life of the first Christians.   
 
I.  The book of Philemon: 

A.  It is one of the Prison Epistles.  (Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians and Philemon.) 
1.  Paul’s imprisonment was from 59-62.   
2.  Rome was burnt in 64AD.  
3.  Paul martyred in 67AD (Nero died in 68AD). 

 B.  It is one of four epistles written by Paul to an individual. 
 C.  Its purpose was to encourage Philemon to forgive Onesimus for a wrong done to 

     Philemon.—v.10-12. 
 
II.  The value of the book: 
 A.  It gives insight to relationships among Christians. 
  1. We are all brothers and sisters in Christ.—v. 3; “Our Father” 
   2.  Between Christian friends.—v. 14  (Paul and Philemon.) 

 3.  Love is the motivation.—v. 9 
 B.  It is a beautiful picture of the doctrine of imputation.—v. 18 

C.  It is a beautiful picture of practical Christianity. 
D.  It is a beautiful picture of forgiveness. 
 

III.  The recipients: 
 A.  Philemon: 
  1.  A resident of Colossae. 
  2.  Led to the Lord by Paul.—v. 19   

     (Probably saved during Paul’s stay at Ephesus.) 
  3.  Described as dearly beloved and fellow laborer.—v. 1 
  4.  His house was the meeting place for the church.—v. 2 
  5.  Was given to hospitality.—v. 22 
 B.  Apphia:  Philemon’s wife. 
 C.  Archippus: 
  1.  Philemon’s son. 
  2.  Called a fellow soldier.—v. 2 
   a.  Probably serving as pastor in Epaphras’ absence. 

      —v. 23 with Col. 4:12-13, 17 
   b.  He is called a “fellowsoldier” but Philemon is called a “fellowlabourer”.    
 
CONCLUSION:  Philemon was a layman in the church, he was not a preacher, but he was used of 
God.  Every child of God has a ministry.  All are necessary in order to do the work.  Everyone, of 
you is important to the work and ministry of Fellowship Baptist Church. 
 


